ft) Kenny Endo, Abhijit Banerjee
and Paul Livingstone gear up before their
gig. Picture by Pabitra Das

A world of rhythms
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THREE IN TUNE

. Musicians (left to right) Kenny Endo, Abhijit Banerjee and Paul

concert — a fusion of Japanese taiko dru

m and Indian classical

ASHOK NATH DEY/HT
Livingstone at a photo shoot ahead of their
— at Kalamandir on February 15.



|  left), 'At;hi'jit ﬁanerjee of India and Péul Liv-
ity, on Fnday The event WI" be on February 15 at Kala-
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Innovative musical fusion

Jayanta Bhattacharyya

o
Ty

Pandit Abhijit Banerjee, Japanese Taiko drummer Keny Endo and eminent guitarist/
sitarist Paul Livingstone jam at the Press Club on Friday. The three of them along
with a host of other musicians will be performing at an international musical
concert at Kalamandir organised by Abhijit's Dhwani Academy of Percussion Music
on February 15. “I have called the concert Ritu Rhythm Rang,” says Abhijit who
promises Kolkatans a musical treat as they witness a new approach in Crossover or
fusion music . “This is the first time Japanese Taiko drumming and Indian classical
and folk instruments are merging together in India;” he added. Besides the main _
‘event, Abhijit'along with the guest artistes from Japan and USA would be conducting
seminars and workshops for schoolchildren and university students
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Music Across
BORDERS

An American sitar player; an Indian Tabla player and a
Japanese drummer come together to give the city a taste |
of some different fusion music

From left: Keny Endo, Abhijit Banetjee and Paul Livingstone jam it up

SUBHAM DUTTA

before their performance at Kala Mandir

EXPRESS FEATURES SERVICE

HAT happens when the tabla, the
-'wSitar. and the taiko come together?
There’s a blend of harmony and
strings, bringing out the best music of two
very different cultures. Tabla maestro Abhi-
jit Banerjee, along with Japanese drummer
Keny Endo and guitarist and sitar player
Paul Livingstone who is a disciple of Pt Ravi
Shankar, are ready to enthrall the city audi-
ence with their music—an amalgamation of
sounds from three different countries,
Banerjee who is the founder of Dhwani
Academy of Percussion Music in Kolkata
has been training students inthe different
forms of percussion for years and his con-
cert will also see the use of many traditional
instruments like the pakhwaaj to the ektara.
One of the main reasons for using tradi-
tional instruments on stage is also to create
awarcness about them, and this holds true
not just for the Indian instruments but also
for the Japanese instruments.
“It’s not that often that people get to hear
such varieties of instruments like the ones be-
ing used in this concert, Though the music will

be fusion, there will be something traditional
about it. We hope to bring the essence of dif-
ferent cultures in our music,” says Bannerjee.
The concert s a first for the academy, which
has branches in Los Angeles and New York.

Japanese American Taiko drummer
Keny Endo who will be accompanying the
tabla player, will perform for the first time
in the city. Along with the taiko, whichis a
traditional Japanese drum made of natural
materials like a single tree trunk and
cowhide, Endo will play a number of other
traditional instruments like the shinobue,
kotsuzumi, shime-daiko and nagado-daiko.
Says Endo, “It will be the first time that
people in the city will get to hear such in-
struments since there is not much aware-
ness about them,” says Endo, :

The two cultures may produce different
kind of music, but Endo says that they have
found common ground. One of their com-
positions, ‘Spirit of Rice’, which celebrates
the harvesting festival, is a “beautiful
blend” of the different sounds.

The performance will take place on Febru-
ary 15 at the Kala Mandir at 6 pm.
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60 arti stes, from India and abroad, celebrate the spmt of creation at the Eastwmd‘

Music Festival in Delhi. Plus, aworld music gl g and ‘new Bangla rockers

~ (From left) Kenny Endo, Abhijit Banerjee
and Paul Livingstone gear up before their
gig. Picture by Pabitra Das

A _world of rhythms

he Dhwani Academy of Percussion concert on
February 15 at Kala Mandir began with a dis-
‘play by tabla exponent Abhijit Banerjee’s stu-
dents. With impeccable tJmmg the students and their
teacher played a piece with interesting and pleasant
~ changes of tempo and volume. : e
The mamaﬁﬂ:actmn of the evemng compnsed
Banerjee on tabla, American guitar and sitar player -
Paul Livingstone and Japanese taiko drummer Kenny
Endo from Hawaii. They performed Dhwani, in which
the fusion of musical styles was instantly more appar-
ent, going from an electronica-based style into are-
laxed beach vibe. The audience was then treated to
Naughty Lala, an exposition of rarely heard fa]k in-
struments.
Endo’s composition Spirit Of Rice was a beaut]flﬂ _
mix of reverberating drumming, otherworldly piping
and superb guitar melodies. Livingstone and Endo
then played a duet, with Livingstone playing the gui-
- tar-like Mexican requinto.
Livingstone then switched to sﬂ:arfor the group
composition titled Brothers. The highlight of the
show, this piece was upbeat, strong and a well-bal-
_ anced example of fusion music at its best. -
- My Child, another Livingstone piece, had elements
of American and Irish folk musicin itsrhythmand
melody, and was an excellent, touching ded1cat10n to
children hurt by the tsunami in 2004.
: Charlotte Ely



